ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR SOCIAL STUDIES

For “LETTERS FOR PEACE” LESSON PLANS



                         MINNESOTA K-12
GRADES K –3

STRAND III. WORLD HISTORY

SUBSTRAND A. Family Life Today and in the Past

STANDARD: The student will understand how families live today and in earlier times, recognizing that some aspects change over time while others stay the same.

BENCHMARK 2. Students will compare family life in at least three distant places and times.

STRAND V. GEOGRAPHY

SUBSTRAND B: Maps and Globes

STANDARD: The student will use maps and globes to demonstrate specific geographical knowledge

BENCHMARK 1.  Students will locate on a map the major world countries, states and major cities of the United States.

GRADES 4 -8

STRAND I. UNITED STATES HISTORY

SUBSTRAND K. Contemporary America, 1980- present 

STANDARD: The student will recognize the opportunities and challenges facing the United States and explore its role in the world since 1989. 

BENCHMARK 2:  Students will analyze challenges of a post- communist world, especially September 11, 2001 and its aftermath. 

STRAND V.  GEOGRAPHY

SUBSTRAND D. Interconnections

STANDARD: The student will demonstrate how various regional frameworks are used to analyze the variation in culture and human occupation of the Earth’s surface.

BENCHMARK 3. Students will describe the patterns of religion on the surface of the Earth and identify geographic patterns of change.

BENCHMARK 6. Students will describe patterns of major regions or culture areas on the surface of the Earth and identify patterns of change.

BENCHMARK 7. Students will identify current or historic conflicts and explain how those conflicts are/were influenced by geography.

STRAND VII. GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP

SUBSTRAND D. Governmental Institutions and Processes of the United States

STANDARD: The student will describe the relationships the U.S. has with other nations in the world.

BENCHMARK 1. Students will define foreign policy and identify ways in which U.S. foreign policy affects their lives.

BENCHMARK 2. Students will describe cases when the U.S.government has used diplomacy and other foreign policy tools to mediate international disputes.

GRADES 9-12 

STRAND III: WORLD HISTORY
SUBSTRAND I. The Post-War Period, 1945 AD - Present 

STANDARD: The student will identify challenges and opportunities as we enter the 21st 

century. 

BENCHMARK 1. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the continuing impact of September 11, 2001. New clashes of economic, political, and religious world views. 

STRAND V: GEOGRAPHY
SUBSTRAND C. Spatial Organization

 STANDARD: The student will use regions and the interaction among them to analyze the present patterns of economic activity in the United States and around the world at various scales.

BENCHMARK 10. Students will cite a variety of examples of how economic or political changes in other parts of the world can affect their lifestyle.

STRAND VI: ECONOMICS

SUBSTRAND D, International Economic Relationships 

STANDARD: The student will understand the key factors involved in the United States’ economic relationships with other nations.

BENCHMARK 6. Students will examine the impact of U.S. foreign policy on the economies of developing countries.

BENCHMARK 8. Students will examine the purpose and evaluate the effectiveness 

of U.S. economic aid to developing countries.

STRAND VII: GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP 

SUBSTRAND A. Civic Values, Skills, Rights and Responsibilities

STANDARD: The student will analyze various methods of civic engagement needed to fulfill responsibilities of a citizen of a republic.

BENCHMARK 4. Students will understand the importance of informed decision making and the roles of public speaking, conducting a public meeting, letter writing, petition signing, negotiation, active listening, conflict resolution, and mediation, defending a public policy position in a civil conversation.
SUBSTRAND D. Governmental Processes and Institutions 

STANDARD: The student will analyze the relationships and interactions between the United States and other nations and evaluate the role of the U.S. in world affairs. 

BENCHMARK 3. Students will describe how governments interact in world affairs and explain reasons for conflict among nation states. 

