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NEW BOARD & STAFF MEMBERS

In 2020, we welcomed several new board members and staff to the IARP team.

HIBA QADER AL HASNAWI

SALLY OTHMAN

SHAYMAAHASSAN

RASOL AL-BAYATI

HANNAH STAATS
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2020 - 2021 IMPACT

IRAQI STORIES ONSTAGE AT THE GUTHRIE: NOURA

In January 2020, we partnered with the Guthrie Theater to bring you Noura, a new play exploring motherhood, marriage
and identity by Heather Raffo.

255 audience members attended discussions organized in partnership with IARP

“The first day, when | saw the set, | cried. And when they talked about my culture, | cried....It's so hard to talk about your memories and
your country. But | like this play... I'm telling every Iraqi | know that they have to come see it.”

Shaymaa Hassan, IARP board member & cultural consultant on Noura

REMEMBERING AL-MUTANABBI STREET 2020-202] oyt M o

Each year on March 5, readings are held around the world in moments of
solidarity with Iragi artists and writers, reminding us of what they face. The
readings also celebrate the values that Al-Mutanabbi Street represents: free
speech, the exchange of ideas, and the equality that poetry, writing, and art
inherently promise.

In 2020, over 30 people gathered at DayBreak Bookshap in Minneapolis on March 5 for an evening of poetry and remembrance.

In 2021, 28 Iragis and Americans joined IARP for a virtual bilingual reading of Iraqi poet Dunya Mikhail's “A half-burned page
on Al-Mutanabbi Street.”

MUSIC, ART, AND MEMORY IN THE AFTERMATH OF WAR

In October 2021, we gathered on Zoom with maestro Karim Wasfi, an
internationally renowned cellist and conductor from Irag, and Aaron Hughes,
an American artist, poet, and Iraq War veteran.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CTEu1bMHMsc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CTEu1bMHMsc
https://youtu.be/AULWaRpV_LQ
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. community events brought people engaged with the
locations toured e . . -
the exhibition to life y stories of Iragi Minnesotans

1E OF MEMORIES

Exploring homemaking and memories in the portraits of Iragi Minnesotans, the
in-person and virtual Home of Memories exhibition features photographs by
Ahmed Alshaikhli and Jaafar Alnabi and was curated by CarryOn Homes. The
stories of Lafta Abduljabbar Jassim, Rasol Albayati, Eynas Alnabi, Zena Khalil,
Ronak Ahmed Ali, Dhafer Abdulla, Abir Majid, and Hazha Las come together to
compose a beautiful and intricate tapestry of home. So far, the photography
exhibition has travelled to the Banfill-Locke Center for the Arts, the Rochester
Art Center, and the Hennepin History Museum, and will continue to tour
Minnesota in 2022 and beyond.

As seen in:
Sahan Journal The Star Tribune The Pioneer Press

WHAT |S HUME TO YO U? Visitors to Home of Memaries reflected on this question. Here are some of their answers:
“Home is where | feel my Arabic culture shine through.”

“A place of childhood memories.”

“Home is my roots, faces, thoughts, traditions, warm and stable feelings.”

“Home is where | end my day - where there is security and comfort, love and kindness.”


https://sahanjournal.com/arts/minnesota-iraqi-immigrants-photo-exhibit/
https://www.startribune.com/10-must-see-twin-cities-art-exhibitions-coming-fall-2021/600097932/
https://www.twincities.com/2021/09/09/2021-fall-arts-st-paul-art-crawl-will-go-for-weeks-new-exhibits-at-museums/
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“It was a heartfelt exposition of the lives of people, each in their own way, making a new
life for themselves in the US. It showed their resilience, tenacity and most deeply felt faith
and beliefs. It was humbling to read their stories as one who was born in the US.”

“..We here, in the US, have so much more work to do, to
know how to make this new home as close to home for
those who must leave theirs.”

“Poignant, lovely, hopeful, heartbreaking; they
touched me deeply.”
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SPREADING RAMADAN GENEROSITY: THE FOOD BASKET DRIVE

I[][] families served in Iraq ]U[] families served in Minnesota 33 generous individual donors

With the generosity of our community, and the hard work of many volunteers,
we gifted food baskets to 200 families during Ramadan in 2021. In Baghdad, 100
. families received baskets containing Ramadan staples such as chicken, dates,
cheese, tea, flour, rice, beans, lentils, sugar, salt, vermicelli, tomato paste, juice,
and vegetable oil. Thanks to the generosity of Target, our partner Sun Market,
and a private donor, 100 families in the Twin Cities also received Ramadan food
baskets.

Volunteer spotlight: Janson Kinsley

Donations of groceries from Target allowed us to serve even more families

== celebrating Ramadan in Minnesota than we initially hoped. Janson Kinsley,
former Target store manager, Iraq War veteran, and long-time |ARP volunteer,
played an essential role in this partnership.

“I've looked for creative ways to make an impact through
my role at Target, but also outside that role... [After] being
deployed, being thrown into a different culture, and seeing
how Irag’s been impacted through policy decisions and
turmoil, for me it was important to try and make an impact at
an individual level.”

Janson Kinsley



(8 | IRAQI AND AMERICAN RECONCILIATION PROJECT
2020 - 2021 ANNUAL REPORT

CONNECTING COMMUNITIES: PEOPLE TO PEOPLE
A SUMMER OF CELEBRATION

July 2021 was a joyous time for our community — a chance to both gather with old friends after many months apart and
make new connections.

UVER 50” community members experienced Iragi culture 4 Iragi artists showcased their work

sweets baked by a team of Iragi women Iraql. musmaps brough folk
traditions to life

Kleiche meets Kuchen: coming together for an Iragi & German café

In partnership with the Germanic American Institute, IARP presented a beautiful celebration of Iragi and German cultures
through the exchange of music, dance, and baked goods. The summer gathering was particularly special due to the visit
and exchange of gifts with the German Consulate General in Chicago, Consul General Herr Mossinger.

Iraq at the museum: a cultural celebration
Over 250 guests joined us at the Rochester Art
Center for a midsummer celebration of Home
of Memories and Iragi-American culture.

Iraqi artists Maha Aljadooa, Rawan Alshaikhli,
Nabaa Alobaidi, and Lina Alsharefee

displayed and sold their homemade soaps,
resin works, wood carvings, and paintings.
Shaymaa Hassan introduced visitors to Arabic
calligraphy, while teaching artist Mohamed
Yabdri led guests in bilingual theater
activities. Of course, the festivities would

not have been complete without delicious
sandwiches and sweets from Rochester’s own
Almadina Restaurant.
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FINANCIALS

2020

Individual Gifts
Grants & Foundations
Program & Event Income

TOTAL

Program &
Event Income

Grants &
Foundations ---

People to People Program

Iraqi Art Program

Humanitarian Projects for Peace
Core Mission Support

TOTAL

People to People
Program

Core Mission

Support ---- e

$21,602.40
$38,564.00
$650.00

$60,816.40

Individual
Gifts

$1,741.54
$16,372.56
$2,690.46
$18,505.42

$39,309.98

Iraqi Art
Program

Humanitarian Pr'ojects for Peace

2071

Individual Gifts $23,297.67
Grants & Foundations $35,050.00
Program & Event Income $1,398.96
TOTAL $59,746.63
Program &
Event Income
Grants & Individual
Foundations --- Gifts
People to People Program $9,453.53
Iragi Art Program $33,549.61
Humanitarian Projects for Peace $8,165.36
Core Mission Support $13,941.86
TOTAL $65,110.36
Core Mission People to People
Support Program
Humanitarian .
Projects for ----- Iljrra:)qlré\rth]
Peace g
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THANK YOU! SHUKRAN! 15X

As a small, grassroots organization, we are grateful for the generosity of each and every member of our
community. You give in so many ways, and we are humbled by your support.

THANK YOU

to our Partners for Peace, to the foundations that saw to our community partners!
whose monthly donations the importance of our work We couldn't be more proud
sustained our work in 2020 and made these programs of what we've accomplished
and 2021: possible: together.
Steve and Christine Clemens Arts Midwest CAPI USA
Kimberly Koroma-Tommy Duluth Superior Area Community Chaldean Cultural Center
Daniel Leisen and Andi Kuenning Foundation DayBreak Bookshop
Lotti Matkovits Metropolitan Regional Arts Council Fridley Community Center
Kathy Mckay Minnesota Humanities Center Germanic American Institute
Susan Schirber Minnesota State Arts Board Guthrie Theater
Lawrence Valley Rochester Area Foundation Hennepin History Museum
Dolores Voorhees The St. Joan of Arc Justice Fund Her Story Is
Luke Wilcox Target Foundation Maple Grove Target

TisBest Philanthropy North Suburban Center for the Arts

(Banfill-Locke Center for the Arts)
Rochester Art Center

Rogers Target

Sun Market

The AINuaemee family

TO ALL OUR INDIVIDUAL DONORS - THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT!

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SUSTAINING VOLUNTEERS:

Kathy McKay
Narmin Rolston
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